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Thc Nokota Horse Conscrvancg

PRESERVING THENATIVE HORSE. OF THE NORTHERNFPLAINS



] am a descendant of

Sittirxg Bu”’s war Ponies.

M9 ancestors carried his
warriors in the gight
against (_uster at the

\ Battle of the Littlé Big Horn.



On these Northern Flains,

my home]anc}, ] have
endured now for more than

one hundred and Fi]ctg SNOWS.




] am a descendant of

ear His Shac!owj
Sit‘cing Bu”)s favorite.




i’ Ané ] am the favorite

O{j COW}DijS.



Through my veins flows the
liteblood of historg, and the

stories of great warriors.




| am the Spirit of The Northern Flains.




] am Nokota@




The Historg and Cultural Signhcicance
of the Nokota@ Horse




brought to the New \World 133 the Spaniards in the 1500s, |
bg the earlg to mid 1 700s the wild descendants of those origina]j
SPanis!ﬁ horses had migratecl north across the (Great [ lains
to the great swath of land o centered in the present C}ag

Dakotas and inhabited (- * }39 the PCOPIC whom we
know toéay as “Lakota”,




—

he Lakota, who had Previouslg been a woodlands Pcople 13
what toéag is eastern Minnesota, found themselves driven from
their former home bg the Chippcwa, and out onto the vast
open expanse of The (sreat Northf:m F!ains.

&‘- o \‘A ( u'..‘(
Ja s E . » |
' \ : 4 S V' \\“
. ¥ g \. - ¥ -‘ » g
. : 1 \ . . 2 .yv:,.“ P o A
PN .\ B \ < X g s e “alisd da R
' » F A 1 ’ e S S S %
g L - / | A i - LT R = LI
‘f‘_. oot My oW L% b o buice ( R Sy
s 4 e i A S S
¥ b elwp S S AP e
o ; r, £

T here, theg encountered these majestic animals,
who so amazed them that the Lakota named them

“5uni<a Wakan,” or, “Sacrcd Dogs.”



Thc introduction of the horse tota”g transformed Lakota culture.
Freviouslg dc;cndent on the dog and travois for transporting their
Possessions uring their nomadic travels — and on camouﬂagc and

stealth for hunting buffalo on foot — over the next centurg
the Lakota became exPert horsemen and breeders.
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i wild horses, the | akota

also bec me the Fmes‘c.‘lght cavalrg In the worlcl extc—:n&mg thc—:lr
range an% Pow‘r‘?‘oss The Northc—:m Flams.

]n the process of clomesticat_mg

couBuaRRT el A S “H}\g
B the time oFS:ttm Bu”sbirth n 1831, the Lakota Wore tan T

éommant militarg Force 1Cor hundreés oF milcs In every direction.




Sitting Bull, although known as a
great chie{:, warrior, and Eoly man,
was also an expert horse breeder.
t is said that he, using those skills,
over many years bred a line of

norses that exce”ec} on thc—: hunt ancl
on the battlefield. K nown for their

inte Iig@nce, endurance, casy-going

temperament, compactness, and
curiosity, toc!ag’s Nokotas horses
are descendants of Sitting Bulbs
original herd.



Bg the time | heodore Roosevelt began ranching in the Litt!e
Missouri area of North Dakota in the earlg 1 880s, the ancestors
of what came to be known as the Nokotaqa breed had been seized
from the Lakota to assure their continued Pachcication.
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Among ranchers in the area, there was little ini S
horses, which were not Perceivec] as rare or csP'e i
PCOPlC felt that the rough appearance, loud coat‘c Ife
many Indian horses made them undesirable prospe




The Marquis de

Mores, a Fambogant
French aristocrat and

Pioneer rancher in
western North

Dakota, clisagreec!
with that oPiﬂion.

De Mores, a
sophisticated man of
| the world and expert
horseman, admired
the stamina shown }Dg







the hands of local ranchers. ln the aftermath of the Depressiom,
Federal agencies gained control over the management of Public lands.

Wild horses were regardecj as comPetition for domestic livestock.

o o




During the i 940s and 1950s, f:ederal and state agencies cooperatea
to eradicate wild horses in North Dakota. \When Theoéore Rooscvclt
National Park was Aevelopcé éuring the late 1940s, a few bands of



wild horses were inadver‘tentlg enclosed

within the Park’s boundaries.

Bg 960, thp were the last surviving wild
horses in North Dakota

' .




During the 1980s, [ark administrators
decided to change the a pearance of
the wild horses }39 introducing outside
blood lines. The dominant stallions in
the Fark were removed or ki”ecl, and
were rel:)lacecl. The Primary rationale
for replacing the original horses was
to improve their appearance and sale
value at auction. At that Point, | eo
and [ rank K untz of | inton, North
Dakota, began buging as many of the
original FPark horses as theg could to
preserve their unic]ue characteristics.




The K untz brothers continued their work,

McLaugHin filed a report with thd

urging Preservatio \of the breed
to visitors. Despit

su{ffbortJ the NFS

orts at their

elimination.

and in 1989 Dr. Castle
National Park Service

for their historic value

this growing

continued




Support for the horses continued to Srow. ]n 19935, led bg efforts of
Statc Senator Fete Naa&en, the Nokotas® were named the Honorary
State Equine of North Dakota, and in 1996, the K untz brothers’ Fight

to preserve and return them to Theoéore Roossvelt National Fark was

Prome& on AP T elevision’s Prime time news.




Pecause virtua”g all of the surviving Nokotas horses are now owned
bg the NHC and private indivi&uals, our focus has shifted to Preserving
brceding stock amf

to Promoting their o{:{:sl:)ring as a new breed.




T his transition was nurtured B Charlie and B!air Meischmann. The

orgamzec} the non~Pro1C1t Nokota f“]orse Conservancg, and created
a breed registrg Tocla with advice from scientific consu]tants the

Kuntz brothers and the NHC manage the Nokota@@ breeclmg herd.
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,_campaigmng the:r OW) horses and &evelopmg Ph lanthropic support . |

For the orgamzation an& its Prescrvation and eéucational Programs



The Nokotac@ LancJ Trust:

Creating a [Termanent [Jome
S forthe Nokotac@ Horse






While, as with any non~Pro1Cit organization,
the needs of the Nokota Horse

Conser\/ancg are many, there

IS nothing more imPortant
to the long—-term
survival of these
horses than the
creation of a
Permanent

sanctuarg.



To realize this vision, by the end of 2014 the Conservancg Plans to
raise $2 million to create a permanent 2,000-~-acre land trust of North
Dakota rangelan& in the “breaks” a&jaccnt to the Missouri River,
close to the Nokotas’s historic home. Thc NHC recognizes the
valuable role the Nokotas Plag in the Preservation of the

delicate Northern Flains ccosystem, and
that }:)9 Protecting these historica”g
imPortant horses, we also Protect
the open spaces in which thcg thrive.




N

PBut we cannot achieve this
critical goal without your generous

tax~-deductible financial suPPor’c.
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llcgou love Nokotas horses, and the historg of struggle, sur\/ival, and
indomitable spirit thcg represent) Please contact the Nokota Horse
Conservancg todag. Numerous giving options are available)

and our ProFessional staff
will be P]easecj to work

with you and your
financial advisor to
incliviéua”g tailor
a Plan for giving
that fits

3OUF HCCCIS.
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The Nokota fﬂorse Consewarjlgﬂ, 208 NW First Strcet, Linton) Nor’ch Dakota 58552

clephone: 701-254-4205

E~mai!: imco@noko’cahorse.or%\/\/ebsitc: www.nokotahorse.or%

© 2012 The Nokota Horse

onservancy. A” rights reserved.



